
Playa Interview Sources 
 
Playa research, wildlife ecology and 
history: 
 
Loren Smith 
Kleberg Professor of Wildlife Ecology 
Texas Tech University 
(806) 742-2842 
l.m.smith@ttu.edu  
 
David Haukos 
Migratory Bird Biologist 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(806) 742-2843 
David_Haukos@fws.gov  
 
Ted LaGrange 
Wetlands Program Manager 
Nebraska Game and Parks Commission 
(402) 471-5436 
ted.lagrange@ngpc.ne.gov  
 
 
Playas and aquifer recharge: 
 
Ken Rainwater 
Water Resources Center Director 
Texas Tech University 
(806) 742-3490 
Ken.Rainwater@ttu.edu  
 
Warren Wood (formerly with U.S. 
Geological Services in Texas) 
Professor, Michigan State University  
(517) 355-4629 
wwwood@msu.edu   
 
 
Playa conservation on private land: 
 
Bill Johnson 
Wetlands Biologist 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
(806) 655-3782 
bill.johnson@amaonline.com 
 
 

 
 
 
Tammy VerCauteren 
Outreach Director 
Rocky Mountain Bird Observatory 
(970) 482-1707 
tammy.vercauteren@rmbo.org  
 
Chris Berens 
Landowner Incentive Program Biologist 
Kansas Dept. of Wildlife and Parks 
(785) 462-3367 
cberens@kaws.org  
 
Trapper Heglin 
Coordinator 
OK Wildlife & Prairie Heritage Alliance 
(580) 735-2322 
trapperheglin@pldi.net  
 
Tom Flowers 
District Conservationist 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(620) 873-2187 
thomas.flowers@ks.usda.gov  
 
Playa Lakes Joint Venture: 
 
Mike Carter 
PLJV Coordinator 
(303) 926-0777 
mike.carter@pljv.org  
 
Bob McCready 
The Nature Conservancy 
PLJV Chairman 
(206) 780-1102 
bmccready@tnc.org  
 
 
For individual landowner contacts, email 
PLJV Communications Team Leader 
Debbie Slobe at: Debbie.slobe@pljv.org  


